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Koalas in our backyards 
COMMUNITY KOALA SURVEY 2012 REPORT 

Pittsworth District Landcare Assn Inc 

Project Description 
‘Koalas in Our Backyards’ is an initiative of the Pittsworth District Landcare to raise awareness of 

koalas, record their whereabouts, and encourage urban and rural landholders to provide habitat for 

koalas in their backyards.  

Koalas are local residents of the town of Pittsworth and surrounding district.  Over time, clearing, 

drought, predation, road fatality and disturbance have impacted on koala populations in urban and 

rural areas.  It is hoped that by raising awareness of koala presence, and providing information on how 

we can co-exist, more people will take the next step and welcome koalas in their backyards.   

Community members will help us better understand where koalas are living through an annual survey 

conducted across the district.  Habitat and food trees will be planted in autumn in both urban and 

rural areas, with targeted plantings to link landscapes and hotspots.   

Community Koala Survey 
The Community Koala Survey was initially conducted in 2002 (Pittsworth Shire Council, 2002).  The 

2002 survey involved a scientific survey and analysis of koala populations using transect surveys, as 

well as a community questionnaire.   

The Community Koala Survey was conducted again in September 2012 and it is hoped that the survey 

will be an on-going, annual occurrence.  The purpose of the community survey is to collect information 

on koala locations and extent, and to raise community awareness of local koala populations and 

threats.  The 2012 survey only involved a community questionnaire. 

Methods 

A survey questionnaire (Figure 1) was distributed to 1630 residents of the following Mail Services in 

the Pittsworth District:  MS 150 (150), MS 195 (100), MS 181 (80), MS 43 (100), Mt Tyson (50), 

Pittsworth (800), and Post Office Boxes (350).  The survey was also made available through the Mt 

Tyson Tattler and via Survey Monkey on the Pittsworth District Landcare Association website and 

Facebook page. 

Respondents were asked whether koalas were seen or heard on Saturday 8 September 2012 and 

provide details of any sightings.  They were also asked where they have seen koalas in the district at 

any other time, and the frequency of sightings at each location. 

Numerous articles in the local Pittsworth Sentinel about the project and survey also prompted people 

to contact Pittsworth Landcare and report on sightings.  This information was also collected, even 

though a survey form was not completed. 
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Results 

The results encompass all responses recorded and received by 1 December 2012, including those that 

were not received via the survey form. In total there were 69 respondents.   

On Saturday 8 September 2012, did you see (or hear) any koalas in the Pittsworth district?  

Nine respondents saw one or more koalas on Saturday 8 September 2012.  A total of 23 mature koalas 

and nine joeys were seen on this date.   

Localities of rural sightings on 8 September 2012 include Mt Tyson, Linthorpe, Springside, Rossvale, 

Stoneleigh, Athol, Kincora, Yarranlea, Irongate, and Scrubby Mountain.  Notably the majority of 

sightings were on the northern side of Pittsworth town.  The Pittsworth town sightings were at the 

Pittsworth State School, golf club and more outskirt areas.  Koalas had been sighted at all of these 

locations previously. 

At any other time, have you seen koalas in the Pittsworth district? 

55 of the respondents provided records of locations where they have seen koalas at other times, and 

the frequency at which they had seen koalas as these locations.  On at least one occasion 94 mature 

koalas and 25 joeys have been sighted at the various recorded locations. 

Nine respondents had not seen koalas at these locations previously, and six had seen them previously 

at an unknown frequency.  Five respondents had seen koalas annually, 14 occasionally, three 

regularly, four respondents sighted koalas for several weeks at a time, and six respondents only saw 

koalas once before at the recorded locations.  

Over the time you have lived in your area has the number of koalas  changed? 

28 respondents said they believed koala populations to have decreased.  Three believe the population 

to have increased; five say it has stayed the same, with 25 responding they don’t know. 

Have you ever noticed sick or dead koalas in your area?    

Eight respondents said they had seen sick koalas, and 12 respondents said they had seen dead koalas.  

One koala was noted as having a blind eye and dirty tail.  Two koalas died from falling from a tree, 

seven from road traffic, one from disease, one from a dog attack, and two unknown deaths. 
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